
 

It’s going to be a spectacular summer in New Bedford! 
Art, music and the National Park Service Centennial  
make for a summer of celebration 
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New Bedford, MA — They say a picture is worth a thousand words. A hundred years ago, when the 

American West was still unseen by most Americans, a handful of artists ventured out to that rugged yet 

awesomely  beautiful and pristine wilderness to paint the pictures that would help inspire a national 

movement. Words simply were not enough to describe the incredible vistas and natural beauty of places 

like Yellowstone and Yosemite - or to convince the American people to set these special places aside and 

preserve them for future generations. Albert Bierstadt, a 19th century New Bedford artist, was one of 

the painters who helped shape public opinion about America’s natural wonders and built support for the 

idea of creating National Parks. His dazzling landscapes, many of them monumental canvases, offered 

people glimpses of the wonders of the West 

This year as the National Park Service celebrates its centennial, New Bedford Art Museum/ArtWorks! is 

pleased to present Bierstadt: Nature & National Identity, an exhibition showcasing works by Albert 

Bierstadt and some of his contemporaries, including a recently discovered Bierstadt that will be seen 

publicly for the first time in this exhibit. Key paintings by Bierstadt offer panoramic views of the West: 

Rocky Mountains in the Selkirk Range, Sunset near the Platte River (or Salt Lick at Sunset Glow); Mount 

Sir Donald; Sunset Light, Wind River Range of the Rocky Mountains; Yosemite Valley, Mount Hood, 

Oregon; Giant Redwood Trees, Mariposa; and View of the Grand Tetons and establish the role 

Bierstadt’s works played.  Drawing on the collection of the New Bedford Free Public Library, the exhibit 

will also include prints of work by Caitlin, Cole, Audubon, Doughty and Maverick as prologue to the 

Sunset Light, Wind River Range of the Rocky Mountains,   

Albert Bierstadt. Collection of New Bedford Free Public Library. 

http://www.newbedfordart.org/
mailto:nfoye@newbedfordart.org


 
Western landscape. Additional works such as Underwood & Underwood stereographs of Yellowstone 

and Yosemite; railroad travel posters for the new National Parks; and graphic reproductions of USGS 

survey photos by Jackson round out the theme. In addition to several works from private collections 

additional works have been loaned by the Berkshire Museum; Marsh Billings Rockefeller, Longfellow, 

Weir Farm, and Saint-Gaudens National Historic Sites; and the New Bedford Whaling Museum. 

At the founding of the NPS Stephen Mather used an exhibit of art to show the public the places the NPS 

was charged to nurture and protect. In 1916 art helped to connect people with the idea of National 

Parks. Bierstadt: Nature & National Identity brings that vision alive again.  In celebrating the NPS 

centennial with the New Bedford Whaling National Historical Park, the city’s own National Park, New 

Bedford Art Museum/ArtWorks! invites visitors to reflect on the role of the parks over the past century 

and to reimagine them for the future.   

New Bedford Art Museum/ArtWorks! will also be showing  The Bierstadts in New Bedford in the 

Museum’s City Gallery, dedicated to sharing works from the collection of the New Bedford Free Public 

Library. Throughout Albert Bierstadt’s career as the premier painter of the American West, he had the 

steadfast support of the New Bedford community in which he grew up.  In addition to Albert, his 

brothers Edward and Charles also embarked on careers in the visual arts.  The impact of the three 

Bierstadt brothers on New Bedford's nascent art community in the 1850s and 60s will be explored in this 

exhibit. 

A special companion show in the Museum’s Regions Gallery for the summer will be More Than Scenery: 

Yellowstone, an American Love Story.  Exploring the relationship of visitors with Yellowstone National 

Park through her photographs, artist Janet L. Pritchard, captures people as they experience one of 

America’s iconic parks.  

There will be gallery talks, workshops and panel discussions in conjunction with the exhibition.  Further 

information will be available on the Museum website at www.newbedfordart.org.   

 

New Bedford Art Museum/ArtWorks! 
608 Pleasant Street 
New Bedford, MA 
www.newbedfordart.org 
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New Bedford Celebrates Bierstadt and the National Parks 

For fans of the National Parks and lovers of Bierstadt and the generation of visitors he and his 

contemporaries inspired to travel west, there are a number of shows and programs happening in New 

Bedford this summer.  We’ll be celebrating New Bedford’s very own National Park along with Albert 

Bierstadt.  What follows is a sampling of the many events and programs happening in New Bedford this 

summer.  

New Bedford Whaling National Historical Park 

The National Park Service (NPS) turns 100 on August 25, 2016 

and while the Centennial will celebrate the achievements of 

the past, it’s really about the future. 2016 will kick off a 

second century of stewardship for America’s national parks 

and engage communities across the nation.   The NPS is 

working closely with partners and stakeholders to ensure that the Centennial is more than a birthday. 

Locally, New Bedford Whaling National Historical Park (NBWNHP) has already partnered with numerous 

local stakeholders including the New Bedford Historical Society and the Whaling History Alliance to 

unveil the first Centennial project; a mural dedicated 54th Regiment on William St. that was unveiled on 

July 18th 2015.  In the summer of 2016, the park will continue its celebration. The summer exhibit will be 

accompanied by other Centennial events including Founder’s Day (the Centennial on August 25th).   

New Bedford Whaling National Historical Park Visitor Center 
33 William Street, New Bedford, MA 
www.nps.gov 
 

New Bedford Free Public Library 

Established in 1852, the New Bedford Free Public Library is one of the oldest public libraries in 

Massachusetts.  Since 1866 its Special Collections Department has amassed a collection that includes 

over 20,000 whaling-era documents; approximately 317 paintings, sculpture, decorative arts and historic 

objects; and an estimated 1800 prints and drawings.  The art collection contains pieces by such 

nationally and internationally noted artists as Albert Bierstadt, John James Audubon, Augustus Saint-

Gaudens, R. Swain Gifford, Thomas Crawford, Ralph Fasanella, Frank Shapleigh, Bela Pratt, Clifford 

Ashley and Dodge Macknight.  Considered cornerstones of the library's art collection, the three Bierstadt 

paintings encompass the major phases in the career of this New Bedford-bred artist whose work played 



 
 

a key role in shaping the country’s self-image.  In 2013 the New Bedford Free Public Library became the 

first public library to be awarded a Bank of America Art Conservation Project grant for the preservation 

of the Bierstadt paintings, a testament to the international importance of these works. 

 
New Bedford Free Public Library  
613 Pleasant Street, New Bedford, MA   
www.newbedford-ma.gov/library/ 

 
 

The Rotch-Jones-Duff House and Garden Museum invites the public to view several 

temporary exhibits that explore the emergence of “leisure travel” in this country its influence and legacy 

on American art and garden design.  

As the 19th century dawned in America, a growing number of its citizens 

found themselves in the financial position to create extensive garden 

landscapes. Design was influenced by travel to Europe, and with the 

advent of the railroad and steam-powered ships, the New Republic itself. 

North America offered a diamond in the rough–the exhilaration of 

wilderness, the untamed nature of a vast continent and its diverse flora 

and fauna. 

“Lost Gardens of America” illustrates major themes of American landscape history. Early New England 

gardens were influenced by English design, both the naturalistic and the ancient “geometric” styles. By 

the middle of the 19th century, a distinctive American style emerged. It embraced the native 

picturesque landscape while seeking, through design, to tame and refine the national character. This 

collection of historic images captures gardens in a single moment in time, and in many cases, is the only 

record of these grand landscapes.  

Nineteenth century travel journals and sketchbooks that document the travels of prominent New 

Bedford residents will also be on display. 

Exhibit Dates: May 1- October 30 
 
The Rotch-Jones-Duff House and Garden Museum     
396 County Street, New Bedford, MA 
www.rjdmuseum.org 
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AHA! New Bedford’s Free Monthly Night of Arts and Culture 

AHA! (Arts, History and Architecture) brings thousands of people to 

downtown New Bedford the second Thursday evening of every 

month for free family arts and culture programming.  The June 19 

AHA! night’s theme Placemaking Now & Then is inspired by the 

Bierstadt Show. On August 11, the theme #Findyourpark will revolve 

around the National Park.  There’ll be a community singalong of 

favorite American songs on the steps of the New Bedford Free Public 

Library in the heart of the historic district starting at 6pm.  

AHA! 
www.ahanewbedford.org    
 

 

New Bedford Whaling Museum 

Inner Light: The Artistry of William 

Bradford presents paintings, prints and 

sketchbooks that will illuminate the life 

and work of one of New Bedford’s 

greatest artists. A marine and Artic 

painter, Bradford made a number of 

voyages north to Labrador, Greenland and beyond to capture inspiration for his famous works. Opening 

the summer of 2016. Additional programming to be announced. 

New Bedford Whaling Museum 
18 Johnny Cake Hill 
New Bedford, MA 
www.whalingmuseum.org 
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Zeiterion Performing Arts Center / New Bedford Folk Festival  

The Z will present the 21st annual New Bedford Folk Festival July 9 and 10, 2016 in downtown  

New Bedford. Included is sure to be music celebrating America’s heritage of wilderness spaces.  

Zeiterion performing Arts Center 
684 Purchase Street, New Bedford, MA 
http://zeiterion.org/ 
 

 

New Bedford Historical Society 

The New Bedford Historical Society is dedicated to documenting and celebrating the history, legacy and 

presence of African Americans, Cape Verdeans, Native Americans, West Indians and other people of 

color in New Bedford, Massachusetts. Visit the Nathan and Polly Johnson House, Frederick Douglass’ 

first home in freedom.  

New Bedford Historical Society 

Nathan and Polly Johnson House                                 
21 Seventh Street 
New Bedford, MA 02740 
www.nbhistoricalsociety.org/  
 

 

 

 
 

 

http://www.nbhistoricalsociety.org/


 
 

Albert Bierstadt, an American Painter 
Albert Bierstadt, born in Germany in 1830, grew up in New Bedford, MA.  A member of the Hudson River 

School of painters, Bierstadt was a painter of landscapes, known for his luminous, romantic vistas. Often 

monumental in size, Bierstadt’s paintings evoked a sense of wonder and awe in viewers and suggested 

the vastness of the places he was capturing on canvas.   

As a young man, Bierstadt headed to Europe to work and study for a period of time. However, as the 

American West was being explored and on the verge of development, Bierstadt returned to America and 

journeyed westward.  Although travel was difficult and conditions primitive, Bierstadt was inspired by 

the incredible pristine beauty of places like Yosemite, the Rocky Mountains, the California forests and 

coast, and the Pacific Northwest that were as yet relatively untouched.  Bierstadt sketched, 

photographed and painted these places that most Americans had never visited. Returning to his studio, 

he painted those places and helped the public see lands that were incredibly beautiful, unique and 

worth preserving. Along with his contemporaries William Bradford and Thomas Moran, Bierstadt gave 

the American public images that moved them to consider the value of establishing a national park 

system.  

 

 Left: Rocky Mountains in the Selkirk Range, Mount Sir 

Donald, Albert Bierstadt, circa 1889. Collection of New 

Bedford Free Public Library 

Above: Sunset near the Platte River (or Salt Lick at 

Sunset Glow), Albert Bierstadt, circa 1889.Collection of 

New Bedford Free Public Library 

Both paintings will be on exhibit in Bierstadt: Nature and 

National Identity,  New Bedford Art Museum/ArtWorks!. 

 


