
 

2018 Seaport Art Walk 

Donna Dodson  
Madam President: A Monument to the First Female President of the USA and to the 
Dream that Every Girl Can Become The President of the USA  
13 � tall; poplar wood, paint, 2014 

Sponsored by Wicked Cool Places, a grant funded by New Bedford’s ACT Fund 

 

This monument is for my dream that  every girl can become President of the United 
States of America  and is also an homage to the American sculptor, Daniel Chester French, 
creator of the Lincoln Monument in Washington DC.  
 
There were no icons of women in the church where I grew up, so my vision is to create 
them. My artwork celebrates the mystical relationship between human beings and the 
animal kingdom. Through hybrid female-animal forms that I sculpt in wood, I flesh out 
sensuality, sexuality and soul with a well-proportioned figurative vocabulary. The natural 
grain of the wood interacts with the form and shape of my sculptures in a descriptive way, 
suggesting nostrils, nipples, garments or fabric textures. I often stylize each piece to 
enhance the girl, woman, princess, queen or goddess within. The mouths, or in some cases 
beaks, are closed symbolizing the mysteries they embody. I use color in both subtle and 
bold ways to activate each piece. My inspiration comes from ancient iconography and 
mythological imagery. 

 

 



 
 

 

2018 Seaport Art Walk 

Eric Lintala  
Shackles Broken - Free At Last  
10 � tall; fiberglass, steel, wood, 2018 

Sponsored by New Bedford Economic Development Council 

 

“Shackles Broken: Free at Last” honors the struggle Frederick Douglass endured to become 

a free man and his commitment for equal treatment of all races and genders.  

There are many injustices that still plague our country and around the world. We shout out 

and march for human rights and social justice,  we strive for equality and freedom for all, 

but still, people in one way or another are discriminated against for who they are, where 

they came from, or the color of their skin. These shackles must be broken before there can 

be true freedom and equality for all. 

 

 
 



 
 

2018 Seaport Art Walk 

Justin Cifello 
Mixed Messages: Beacons of Welcome, Windows for Those Yearning to Breathe Free 
Invasive Species Bittersweet, Honeysuckle, and Burning Bush; solar lamp, wire, 2018 

Sponsored by Seastreak Ferries 

 

The Statue of Liberty is perhaps the single most emblematic monument to the American 
ideals of freedom and equality.  She welcomes, yes, but also stands “eyes commanding,” as 
a bulwark against Old-World ideas of class ― she cries “keep your ancient lands of stories 
pomp.”  For here, all people are made equal.  This is certainly a timely era to revisit her 
poem, to rekindle that glowing flame of worldwide welcome.   

This piece, "Mixed Messages" will attempt that, giving shape to the imagery of the poem 
engraved at her feet, while reflecting the conflict within our nation.  The torch and beacon 
welcome and warm. The windows frame a diverse and creative city, but through bars. I 
hope, too, that the materials will engender some thought. The invasive plants I harvest 
remind me that problems present solutions. Adversity provokes opportunity, as many 
migrants have found, building new lives here.  Weaving becomes a meditation, reminding 
of the strength that can be found by bringing things together, no matter the strength, or 
the color of the individual strands. 

 

 
 



 
 

2018 Seaport Art Walk 

Melony Poirier   
The Missing Piece  
5 � tall; steel, 2018  

Sponsored by New Bedford Historical Society 

 

Themes of social justice, human rights, equality and immigration are all evidenced in my 
sculpture “The Missing Piece.”  It engages the viewer to question: what IS the missing piece? 
The viewers might look at what they feel is missing from their own lives, or from a broader 
perspective,  forcing us to question what are we missing as a society?  I hope this piece 
will spark a dialogue about Equality, Justice, Freedom, and Human Rights as well as the role 
New Bedford has played, both historically and currently, in these important topics. 
 
I use shape and form to create sculpture that evokes a feeling or an emotion for the viewer, 
which forces the viewer to ask themselves questions and look closer at their ideals.   Using 
primarily wood and steel, the shapes and forms are often repetitive and used in different 
scales to create a larger, more recognizable object. I work figuratively, but will also 
occasionally work with abstractions. 

 
 



 
 

2018 Seaport Art Walk 

Lauren Savoia & Youth Leadership Academy  

YLA Fight for Freedom and Equality  
Mural; paint, 2018  

Sponsored by Fairfield Inn & Suites Marriott 

 

Youth Leadership Academy (YLA) members add handprints and inspirational quotes to the 

two 44 ft. wall murals on the on/off ramp at the Seastreak Terminal Parking Lot. These 

quotes relate to this year’s theme “Freedom and Equality” and reflect the service work 

members are providing through their involvement with YLA, a free and immersive 3-month 

program for community members in grades 5-12 from the greater New Bedford region. 

Most activities take place in or within walking distance of New Bedford Whaling National 

Historical Park’s visitor center at 33 William Street.   

From Lauren: My art is the reflection of a life force coalesced from many different 

influences and life experiences. I celebrate every step in the evolutionary process: how it 

will develop and what it will become, and I  strive to share this awakening with every 

viewer.   Ultimately, my ambition is to place each person in a passionate, emotional 

relationship with my work in the hope of offering a similar sense of discovery.   

 
 



 
 

2018 Seaport Art Walk 

Alanna Boucher and Jessica Bregoli 
The Weight of History 
8 �. tall; chain, wood, steel, 2018  

Sponsored by BayCoast Bank 

 

 

 

“Without a struggle, there can be no progress.”  
―  Frederick Douglass 

Alanna Boucher and Jessica Bregoli bring their two mediums of steel and wood together. 

This sculpture recognizes the history of slavery, struggles and burdens brought to many, 

inspired by Douglass’s eloquent words  “Without a struggle, there can be no progress.” 

 

 

   

 
 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/18943.Frederick_Douglass


 
 

2018 Seaport Art Walk 

Julie Bardon 
Log Cabin - Safe Haven on the Way to Freedom 
6 � tall; wood, steel, chain, 2018  

Sponsored by Wicked Cool Places, a grant funded by New Bedford’s ACT Fund 

 

The Underground Railroad played an important role in the emancipation of slaves. This 

secretive and dangerous journey to freedom included safe houses and warnings along the 

way. One of the most crucial was  “Log House,” a symbol letting the escaping slave know 

they had reached shelter.  However, before they reached safety, slave owners used dogs 

to track their scent and recapture them. To represent this threat, I have the dog, which I 

allowed to rust showing that it was a sign of the past, and the butterfly placed on its nose 

demonstrating the freedom from being followed by scent. The eagle is painted white, 

symbolizing freedom, and placed opposite of the dog, which is unable to break through or 

reach it to take that freedom away.  

 

 
 



 
 

 

2018 Seaport Art Walk 

Tracy Barbosa 
Same Window, Different Day 
Mural, paint, 2018  

Sponsored by Destination New Bedford 

 

“Same Window, Different Day” is an autobiographical mural with imagery of a window with 

different viewpoints. The viewer can place themselves in the perspective of the artist, and 

come to their own conclusions about what kind of day it is. 

I create paintings which  stir the inner relationships between man, memory, and 

nature;  with grace in composition and multi-layered technique. I love to work in 

monumental scales ― in concept and execution. Functional public art is a passion of mine 

and a continued goal. I am currently working on installations that rely on the everyday 

traffic or flow of people through space.  

 
 


